species varies with season, year, location, and growing conditions. Flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) was selected for testing because it occurs widely, is important to game, and has easily recognizable current-year twigs.
Highlight
Ratios of twig weight or twig plus leaf weight to twig length 3n flowering dogwood plants vary meaningfully by season, geographic location, and year. Where the weight of new growth is predicted from twig lengths, the ratio of weight to length should be determined for the population being studied. Ratios of weight to length were computed for each plant at each collection, and averages of these ratios were computed for each geographic source at each season.
Estimating
Both weight of twigs and weight of twigs plus leaves were considered when data were available.
Results

Ratios
of twig weight to length were inconsistent among years. They differed by as much as 30% for dogwoods clipped during the winter at Nacogdoches (Table  1) . For twigs clipped in summer the ratios in Nacogdoches were quite similar for the first 3 years of the study, but in 1968 the ratio was 26% less than the average for the previous years.
For the dogwoods at Asheville the differences between ratios ranged up to 30% for 
